
Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
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A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 
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redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 
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their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
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humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
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necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 



Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 8:1 – 9:10 

February 14, 2012 

 

I. Haman is Dead, but Disaster Still Looms 

A. The King’s Anger Subsided – Esther 7:10 

1. Everything solved? 

 

2. Concerns of the king 

 

 

 

II. Esther Goes Before the King Again – Esther 8:1-8 

A. Reversals – Vv. 1-2 

1. Esther 

 

 

2. Mordecai 

 

 

B. Falling Before the King – Vv. 3-6 

1. Pleaded 

 

2. Four part request 

 

 

3. The kicker 

 

C. The King’s Response – Vv. 7-8 

1. Picturing the scene 

 

2. Irrevocable law 

 

3. Disinterest 

 

III. The New Edict – Vv. 9-14 

A. Mirror Image 

1. Secretaries summoned 

 

2. Orders sent to “satraps, governors, and nobles” 



 

3. Sent to every people group and every language 

 

B. The Law 

1. Defense 

 

 

2. Take plunder 

 

3. Women and children 

 

4. Civil war 

 

IV. More Reversal – Vv. 15-17 

A. Mordecai 

1. Sack cloth 

 

B. The People 

1. Bewildered 

 

2. Mourning 

 

C. Conversions? 

1. “Became Jews” 

 

 

V. The Day Arrives – Esther 9:1-10 

A. The Tables Were Turned 

1. Outcome already settled 

 

 

2. Help from the leaders 

 

 

3. Haman’s sons 

 

 

4. Plunder 

 



VI. Esther Before the King…Again – Vv. 11-15 

A. Report and Request 

1. 500 men killed 

 

2. Esther’s address 

 

3. Second day of killing 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

5. Purim – Vv. 16-19 

 

 

VII. Tackling a Tough Issue 

A. Retributive Violence 

1. All over the Old Testament 

 

 

2. Apologizing for God 

 

 

3. Old Testament vs. New Testament? 

 

 

 

VIII. Holy War 

A. A Word that Makes People Squeamish 

1. Protection and redemption 

 

 

 

B. The Enemies of Israel 

1. Enormity of evil 

 

 

2. Preserving the remnant 

 

 

C. The Crux of Holy War 

1. God’s war against evil 



“The essence of holy war in the Old Testament is not about two nations in warfare, one of 

which happens to be Israel.  Holy war is about God warring against sin and evil on the earth.  

His people were to live in the safety of holiness and righteousness.  Their existence as God’s 

redeemed people was threatened from the beginning by the rest of the world…  Therefore the 

success of God’s plan of redemption required the protection of his people in his war against 

evil, which required that those people take both offensive and defensive measures to assure 

their existence.  This in turn meant that holy war became necessary whenever their existence 

was threatened until in the fullness of time, Jesus, the ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, 

was born from and for God’s people.”
1
 

 

IX. The Cross of Christ 

A. The End of Holy War 

1. Jesus fought its final episode on the cross 

 

 

2. God’s vengeance and wrath toward evil 

 

 

B. The Continuing Battle – Ephesians 6 

1. Our battle is not against flesh and blood 

 

2. Our weapons come from empowerment of the Holy Spirit 

 

X. There is None Righteous 

A. The Amalekite in Me 

 

 

B. God’s Irrevocable Decree 

1. We deserve death 

 

 

2. Counter-acting decree 

 

 

“Just as Xerxes king of Persia could not simply rescind the first decree of death, God, King of the 

Universe, cannot simply rescind the decree of death pronounced in the Garden of Eden against 

humanity.  Instead, he issues a counter-decree of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because God 

did not simply rescind the curse of death on humanity, his counter-decree of redemption 

necessarily resulted in the incarnation of his Son and in that Son’s death on the cross.”
2
 

 

                                                           
1
 Jobes, Karen.  The NIV Application Commentary on Esther.  Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan Press.  1999.  Pg. 190. 

2
 Jobes, pp. 188-189. 



 

 

 

 


