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Epic Significance
Ephesians 3:1-21
October 15, 2013

Paul as a Manager of Grace — Eph. 3:1-6
A. Paul’s Intention
1. To tell them he was for them

B. A Prisoner of Christ Jesus
1. Paul was imprisoned in
2. He could have the Romans

3. Paul’s attitude

4. For the sake of you Gentiles

C. Paul’s Ministry
1. Grace

2. Mystery
a. Something by God

3. What is the mystery?

4. To sum up
a. The mystery is the that all things will be brought
in Christ, and specifically that and
are brought together in him

D. Apostles and Prophets
1. Same as in chapter two
a. Apostles = those by Christ to lead the church and
preach the gospel
b. Prophets = Other teachers/leaders in the early church to whom
God has his plan




IL. The Significance of the Gospel — Vv. 7-13
A. Gift of Grace

1. Again we see Paul viewing his as grace

2. Through he becomes a servant of the gospel

3. Therefore, grace not only connects us to ___and Christ and
, grace also and

us for service

B. Grace Given for Three Purposes

1. To preach the _of Christ to the Gentiles (vs. 8)
2. To make plain the administration of the (Vs.9)
3. To make the _ of God known to the rulers and authorities in

the heavenly realms (Vs.10)

4. Interrelated purposes
a. The first two are almost identical

b. The third is the result
C. The Role of the Church

1. Rulers and authorities
a. Definitely beings

2. In the heavenly realms

3. High calling

D. The Unsearchable Riches of Christ
1. All Paul has told us in Ephesians

2. Through faith — pistis
a. Better translated

E. Don’t Be Discouraged
1. Imprisoned for you



2. The truly discouraging thing would be if no one had been
to go to prison for the ministry to the Gentiles

I1I. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians — Vv. 14-19
A. For This Reason
1. Points back to chapter two

B. What’s in a Name?
1. Ancient times

2. To say that we _ our name from God is to say that we
to him and our is found in him

C. Prayer for Power
1. Paul prays that they would be and by
the Holy Spirit

2. “So that...” - Vs. 17
a. Christ’s indwelling is not the of the Spirit’s indwelling

D. Dwell in Your Hearts
1. Heart = the center of one’s personality, , emotions, and

E. Rooted and Founded in Love

1. Because we are in Christ and he is in us, we are and
in love
2. By being rooted and founded in his love, we come to know the
of his love
3. God’s love is what us

4. God’s love is our

5.Itisin this love that we know it, and we are

F. A Love Beyond Knowing



1. God’s love is so great that it is

2. Paul wants his readers to a love that is knowing

G. Full to the Measure

1. When we know God’s and when we know God’s

a. Weare

b. And we the presence of Christ in a powerful way
2. Because Christ is the of God

a. We experience the fullness of God — his and his

3. Consequently, we become more and more like

IV.  The Doxology — Vv. 20-21
A. Beyond Our Imagination
1. Consider all that God has done in Christ

2. That is already ours
3. God is at and is to work in us to achieve his
purposes

B. Giving God the Glory — Vs. 21
1. Giving God glory is an active of who he is

C. The Foundation of Morality
1. Looking forward

2. Paul prays that we would experience God’s
a. Then he tells us that power is beyond our

3. That power is ____tous and it can and will us
4. Therefore, we can live a life of our calling (Eph. 4:1)
V. Conclusion

A. Paul’s Passion
1. Overcome with emotion

B. Paul’s Purpose
1. His purpose in explaining this is to give us a for our lives

2. Even more importantly...
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1. All Paul has told us in Ephesians

2. Through faith — pistis
a. Better translated

E. Don’t Be Discouraged
1. Imprisoned for you



2. The truly discouraging thing would be if no one had been
to go to prison for the ministry to the Gentiles

I1I. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians — Vv. 14-19
A. For This Reason
1. Points back to chapter two

B. What’s in a Name?
1. Ancient times

2. To say that we _ our name from God is to say that we
to him and our is found in him

C. Prayer for Power
1. Paul prays that they would be and by
the Holy Spirit

2. “So that...” - Vs. 17
a. Christ’s indwelling is not the of the Spirit’s indwelling

D. Dwell in Your Hearts
1. Heart = the center of one’s personality, , emotions, and

E. Rooted and Founded in Love

1. Because we are in Christ and he is in us, we are and
in love
2. By being rooted and founded in his love, we come to know the
of his love
3. God’s love is what us
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5.Itisin this love that we know it, and we are

F. A Love Beyond Knowing



1. God’s love is so great that it is
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G. Full to the Measure
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3. That power is ____tous and it can and will us
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1. Overcome with emotion

B. Paul’s Purpose
1. His purpose in explaining this is to give us a for our lives

2. Even more importantly...
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the Holy Spirit

2. “So that...” - Vs. 17
a. Christ’s indwelling is not the of the Spirit’s indwelling

D. Dwell in Your Hearts
1. Heart = the center of one’s personality, , emotions, and

E. Rooted and Founded in Love

1. Because we are in Christ and he is in us, we are and
in love
2. By being rooted and founded in his love, we come to know the
of his love
3. God’s love is what us

4. God’s love is our

5.Itisin this love that we know it, and we are

F. A Love Beyond Knowing



1. God’s love is so great that it is

2. Paul wants his readers to a love that is knowing

G. Full to the Measure

1. When we know God’s and when we know God’s

a. Weare

b. And we the presence of Christ in a powerful way
2. Because Christ is the of God

a. We experience the fullness of God — his and his

3. Consequently, we become more and more like

IV.  The Doxology — Vv. 20-21
A. Beyond Our Imagination
1. Consider all that God has done in Christ

2. That is already ours
3. God is at and is to work in us to achieve his
purposes

B. Giving God the Glory — Vs. 21
1. Giving God glory is an active of who he is

C. The Foundation of Morality
1. Looking forward

2. Paul prays that we would experience God’s
a. Then he tells us that power is beyond our

3. That power is ____tous and it can and will us
4. Therefore, we can live a life of our calling (Eph. 4:1)
V. Conclusion

A. Paul’s Passion
1. Overcome with emotion

B. Paul’s Purpose
1. His purpose in explaining this is to give us a for our lives

2. Even more importantly...
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2. Mystery
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3. What is the mystery?

4. To sum up
a. The mystery is the that all things will be brought
in Christ, and specifically that and
are brought together in him

D. Apostles and Prophets
1. Same as in chapter two
a. Apostles = those by Christ to lead the church and
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b. Prophets = Other teachers/leaders in the early church to whom
God has his plan
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1. Same as in chapter two
a. Apostles = those by Christ to lead the church and
preach the gospel
b. Prophets = Other teachers/leaders in the early church to whom
God has his plan




IL. The Significance of the Gospel — Vv. 7-13
A. Gift of Grace

1. Again we see Paul viewing his as grace

2. Through he becomes a servant of the gospel

3. Therefore, grace not only connects us to ___and Christ and
, grace also and

us for service

B. Grace Given for Three Purposes

1. To preach the _of Christ to the Gentiles (vs. 8)
2. To make plain the administration of the (Vs.9)
3. To make the _ of God known to the rulers and authorities in

the heavenly realms (Vs.10)

4. Interrelated purposes
a. The first two are almost identical

b. The third is the result
C. The Role of the Church

1. Rulers and authorities
a. Definitely beings

2. In the heavenly realms

3. High calling

D. The Unsearchable Riches of Christ
1. All Paul has told us in Ephesians

2. Through faith — pistis
a. Better translated

E. Don’t Be Discouraged
1. Imprisoned for you



2. The truly discouraging thing would be if no one had been
to go to prison for the ministry to the Gentiles

I1I. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians — Vv. 14-19
A. For This Reason
1. Points back to chapter two

B. What’s in a Name?
1. Ancient times

2. To say that we _ our name from God is to say that we
to him and our is found in him

C. Prayer for Power
1. Paul prays that they would be and by
the Holy Spirit

2. “So that...” - Vs. 17
a. Christ’s indwelling is not the of the Spirit’s indwelling

D. Dwell in Your Hearts
1. Heart = the center of one’s personality, , emotions, and

E. Rooted and Founded in Love

1. Because we are in Christ and he is in us, we are and
in love
2. By being rooted and founded in his love, we come to know the
of his love
3. God’s love is what us

4. God’s love is our

5.Itisin this love that we know it, and we are

F. A Love Beyond Knowing



1. God’s love is so great that it is

2. Paul wants his readers to a love that is knowing

G. Full to the Measure

1. When we know God’s and when we know God’s

a. Weare

b. And we the presence of Christ in a powerful way
2. Because Christ is the of God

a. We experience the fullness of God — his and his

3. Consequently, we become more and more like

IV.  The Doxology — Vv. 20-21
A. Beyond Our Imagination
1. Consider all that God has done in Christ

2. That is already ours
3. God is at and is to work in us to achieve his
purposes

B. Giving God the Glory — Vs. 21
1. Giving God glory is an active of who he is

C. The Foundation of Morality
1. Looking forward

2. Paul prays that we would experience God’s
a. Then he tells us that power is beyond our

3. That power is ____tous and it can and will us
4. Therefore, we can live a life of our calling (Eph. 4:1)
V. Conclusion

A. Paul’s Passion
1. Overcome with emotion

B. Paul’s Purpose
1. His purpose in explaining this is to give us a for our lives

2. Even more importantly...
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2. To make plain the administration of the (Vs.9)
3. To make the _ of God known to the rulers and authorities in

the heavenly realms (Vs.10)

4. Interrelated purposes
a. The first two are almost identical

b. The third is the result
C. The Role of the Church

1. Rulers and authorities
a. Definitely beings

2. In the heavenly realms

3. High calling

D. The Unsearchable Riches of Christ
1. All Paul has told us in Ephesians

2. Through faith — pistis
a. Better translated

E. Don’t Be Discouraged
1. Imprisoned for you



2. The truly discouraging thing would be if no one had been
to go to prison for the ministry to the Gentiles

I1I. Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians — Vv. 14-19
A. For This Reason
1. Points back to chapter two

B. What’s in a Name?
1. Ancient times

2. To say that we _ our name from God is to say that we
to him and our is found in him

C. Prayer for Power
1. Paul prays that they would be and by
the Holy Spirit

2. “So that...” - Vs. 17
a. Christ’s indwelling is not the of the Spirit’s indwelling

D. Dwell in Your Hearts
1. Heart = the center of one’s personality, , emotions, and

E. Rooted and Founded in Love

1. Because we are in Christ and he is in us, we are and
in love
2. By being rooted and founded in his love, we come to know the
of his love
3. God’s love is what us

4. God’s love is our

5.Itisin this love that we know it, and we are

F. A Love Beyond Knowing



1. God’s love is so great that it is

2. Paul wants his readers to a love that is knowing

G. Full to the Measure

1. When we know God’s and when we know God’s

a. Weare

b. And we the presence of Christ in a powerful way
2. Because Christ is the of God

a. We experience the fullness of God — his and his

3. Consequently, we become more and more like

IV.  The Doxology — Vv. 20-21
A. Beyond Our Imagination
1. Consider all that God has done in Christ

2. That is already ours
3. God is at and is to work in us to achieve his
purposes

B. Giving God the Glory — Vs. 21
1. Giving God glory is an active of who he is

C. The Foundation of Morality
1. Looking forward

2. Paul prays that we would experience God’s
a. Then he tells us that power is beyond our

3. That power is ____tous and it can and will us
4. Therefore, we can live a life of our calling (Eph. 4:1)
V. Conclusion

A. Paul’s Passion
1. Overcome with emotion

B. Paul’s Purpose
1. His purpose in explaining this is to give us a for our lives

2. Even more importantly...
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are brought together in him
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preach the gospel
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