
Epic Significance 

Ephesians 1:1-14 

September 17, 2013 

 

I. Ephesians 

A. Written by __________ 

1. Around A.D. ______ 

 

2. Sent to churches around _________ 

 

3. Sent primarily to ___________ Christians 

 

II. Introduction – Ephesians 1:1-2 

A. Ancient Letter Form 

1. Opening 

a. ___________ 

b. ___________ 

c. ___________ 

2. Paul’s version 

 

 

 

B. Apostle 

1. Definitions 

 

 

2. What Paul is saying by identifying himself as an Apostle 

 

 

C. The Will of God 

1. What it is not 

 

2. Paul is an Apostle according to God’s ________ 

 

 

D. Saints 

1. Holy ones 

 

 

2. The point 

 

 

3. The focus is entirely on __________ action 

 



E. In Christ Jesus 

1. Central to Paul’s ____________ 

 

2. Carries three possible meanings 

a. What believers __________ in Christ (i.e. Eph. 1:7) 

 

b. What the person _________ (i.e. Eph. 4:7) 

 

c. Most often describes the ___________ we have with Christ 

 

3. Laying some groundwork on being “in Christ” 

 

 

 

 

III. Paul’s Prayer – Vv. 3-14 

A. Not a Prayer for Good Health 

1. An expression of ___________ for God’s work in Christ 

 

 

B. Emphases 

1.“In Christ” 

 

2. “To the praise of God’s glory” 

 

3. God’s pleasure in his plan 

 

4. Election 

 

C. Run-On Sentence 

1. Effusive praise 

 

2. Centered on three participles 

a. God has “__________ us” – Vs. 3 

b. God has “_______________ us” – Vs. 5 

c. God has “made __________ to us” – Vs. 9 

3. The main point 

 

 

IV. God Blessed Us in Christ to Be Holy – Vv. 3-4 

A. Praise Be to God 

1. Spiritual blessings 



B. In the Heavenly Realms 

1. Not describing a __________ but a ____________ 

 

 

 

2. “The Now and the Not Yet” 

 

 

 

3. Paul is pointing to a larger reality 

 

 

 

C. In Christ 

1. The blessings are available only in Christ 

 

 

 

D. Chosen for a Purpose 

1. To be __________ and _____________ 

a. Holy 

 

b. Blameless 

 

2. Blessing comes with _______________ 

 

 

V. Election – Vv. 4-6 

A. In Love 

1. Where does it go? 

 

 

B. A (Very Brief) Primer on Election 

1. Two basic camps 

a. Arminian 

 

 

b. Calvinist 

 

 

 

2. Election in the Old Testament 

 

 

3. The “Problem” with Calvinism 

 



4.The “Problem” with Arminianism 

 

5. My two cents (and that’s about what it’s worth) 

 

C. The Purpose of Election 

1. It is _______________ 

2. God’s ___________ of us 

 

 

3. To __________ us as his sons and daughters 

 

 

4. Why? 

 

 

D. The Aim of Election 

1. The ___________ of God 

 

 

 

VI. Inundated With Grace – Vv. 7-8 

A. With All Wisdom and Understanding 

1. Two Choices 

a. God lavished grace on us with all wisdom and understanding 

b. God revealed his purpose with all wisdom and understanding 

 

B. Grace 

1. Combination of ideas 

a. The __________ of a superior 

b. The concept of hesed 

 

c. It is completely _____________ 

 

2. Grace is the active force in ________________ 

 

 

C. Redemption 

1. To _______ back or buy ________ of something 

 

 

2. There was always a payment price necessary for redemption 

 

 



D. Forgiveness 

1. Because we have been redeemed, we are ______________ 

 

2. Redemption is release from __________ 

 

VII. The Revelation of God’s Will – Vv. 8b-12 

A. Two-Fold Plan 

1. God’s mystery 

 

 

2. To bring everything into ____________ under Christ 

 

 

 

3. Election  

a. “We who were first” 

 

 

4. Why did God do this? 

a. In order that they might bring him ___________ 

 

 

 

VIII. The Promised Holy Spirit – Vv. 13-14 

A. And You Also 

1. The __________ readers 

 

B. The Holy Spirit as a Seal 

1. All believers receive the Holy Spirit 

 

 

2. A seal both authenticity and ownership 

 

 

 

3. The Holy Spirit residing in us is _________ that we belong to God and it 

is his ______________ of protection over us 

 

C. The Holy Spirit as a Deposit 

1. A deposit is a _________  ___________ guaranteeing the balance to be 

paid later 

 

2. The Spirit is our guarantee that all the blessings that our now ours only in 

part will one day be ours completely 

 



IX. Application:  Worship 

A. Paul Models Worship for Us 

1. There is no way to learn worship apart from doing it 

 

 

 

2. We must learn to worship as Paul did 

 

 

 

 

B. We Will All Worship Something 

1. We were ____________ to worship God 
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