
Pivotal Circumstances 

Ruth 3:1-18 

March 20, 2012 

 

I. A Look Back 

A. Chapter Two 

1. Ruth takes initiative 

 

2. Ruth and Boaz 

 

3. Ruth returns to Naomi 

 

4. At the end of harvest 

 

II. Chapter Three 

A. Act Three 

1. Scene One – Vv. 1-5 

 

2. Scene Two – Vv. 6-15 

 

3. Scene Three – Vv. 16-18 

 

B. Similarities Between Chapters Two and Three 

1. Structure 

a. Three scenes 

 

 

2. Focus on ____________ and _______________ 

3. _____________ leaves home to accomplish something 

4. Encounter between _____________ and ____________ 

 

III. Naomi’s Plan (Scene One) – Vv. 1-5 

A. Negative Questions 

1. Actually creating a positive 

 

2. Home 

 

3. The point – levirate marriage 

 



B. The Plan 

1. Wash up and look good 

 

 

 

2. Go to the threshing floor 

a. Hide until Boaz falls asleep guarding the grain 

 

b. Uncover his feet 

 

c. Lie down at his feet 

 

d. Wait for him to tell you what to do 

 

3. Points in favor of the plan 

 

 

 

4. Points not in favor of the plan 

 

 

5. Ruth’s response 

 

IV. Ruth Executes Naomi’s Plan (Scene Two) – Vv. 6-15 

A. Ruth Acts and Speaks – Vv. 6-9 

1. “Good spirits” 

 

2. Boaz is startled awake 

 

3. Ruth’s words 

a. Not in the instructions 

 

b. Identifies herself as a “servant” 

 

4. Spread the corner of your garment 

 

 

 

5. Extension of God’s hesed 

 



B. Boaz Speaks – Vv. 10-13 

1. He ______________ her 

2. What is the first hesed? 

 

 

3. “You have not run after younger men” 

 

 

4. A woman of noble character 

 

 

5. Another kinsman-redeemer 

a. An example of Boaz’s character 

 

 

C. Sexual Tension 

1. Real life stuff 

 

 

 

D. Boaz Acts – Vv. 14-15 

1. Symbolic act 

 

 

2. Six measures of barley 

 

 

V. Naomi Evaluates the Encounter – Vv. 16-18 

A. New Information 

1. “Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty handed” 

a. Interesting word 

 

b. Boaz is doing two things 

 

2. The outcome is still in doubt 

 

 

B. Boaz Takes Center Stage 

1. Last words for Ruth and Naomi 

 

 

 

 



VI. ‘Eset Hayil 

A. Integrity 

1. Definition 

 

 

 

2. We are called to integrity 

 

 

B. Going Out on a Limb 

1. My question for us:  Am I acting with complete integrity in my 

sexual relationship with my husband? 
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