
Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 2:1 – 3:15 

January 24, 2012 

 

I. Introductions 

A. New Characters 

1. Only Xerxes remains 

 

2. We meet 

 

B. The Background 

1. Vashti deposed 

 

 

2. King Xerxes 

 

 

3. Xerxes’ Kingdom 

 

 

4. Unwritten background 

 

 

5. The point of chapter one 

 

 

 

II. The King Chooses a Queen – Esther 2:1-11 

A. The Proposal – Vv. 1-4 

1. Normal procedure 

 

 

 

2. Concubines 

 

 

 

3. Sexism 

 

 

4. Manipulation 

 

 



III. Mordecai and Esther Introduced – Vv. 5-7 

A. Mordecai – Vv. 5-6 

1. What we learn 

 

 

2. Who was taken into exile? 

 

 

3. The point the author is making 

 

 

 

 

B. Esther (Hadassah) – Vs. 7 

1. Two names 

 

 

2. Subtle allusion? 

 

 

3. Mordecai’s cousin 

 

 

C. The Edict Carried Out – Vv. 8-11 

1. Esther “was taken” 

a. Against her will? 

 

 

2. Wins favor 

 

 

3. Concealed identity 

 

 

4. Checked daily 

 

 

D. Ambiguity 

1. Again 

 

 

 

It is natural to pass judgment on these two (Mordecai and Esther), whether positive or 

negative, but in doing so we may miss an important point.  This deliberate silence is part of the 



message.  Regardless of their character, their motives, or their fidelity to God’s law, the 

decisions Esther and Mordecai make move events in some inscrutable way to fulfill the 

covenant promises God made to his people long ago.
1
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

 

Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 

can serve him in a unique way.  If so, that doesn’t make those wrong decisions and sinful 

actions right.  But it should cause us to give thanks to God that he is able to form beautiful 

pictures out of our smudged and stained efforts.  Past failures do not write us out of a 

significant part in God’s script for the future.
2
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

IV. One Night With the King – Vv. 12-18 

A. The “Pageant” Rules – Vv. 12-14 

1. Beauty treatments 

 

 

2. Anything she wanted 

 

 

3. Afterward 

 

 

B. Esther’s Turn – Vv. 15-18 

1. She “was taken” 

 

2. She wins the heart of Xerxes 

 

 

 

3. God’s will 

 

 

This episode from Esther’s life offers great encouragement and comfort when we find ourselves 

in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

                                                           
1
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V. Mordecai and Haman – Esther 2:19 – 3:15 

A. Mordecai Foils an Assassination Attempt – Vv. 19-23 

1. Sitting at the king’s gate 

 

2. Recorded in the book of records 

 

B. Haman Introduced – Esther 3:1-4 

1. Sometime later 

 

2. Haman and Agagite 

 

 

3. Refusal to bow 

a. Why? 

 

 

 

C. Haman’s Evil Plot – Vv. 5-15 

1. Haman’s fury – Vv. 5-6 

 

 

2. Casting lots – Vs. 7 

 

 

3. Manipulating Xerxes…again – Vv. 8-11 

 

 

 

4. The Law – Vv. 12-14 

 

 

5. Reaction – Vs. 15 

 

 

VI. Concluding Thoughts 

A. Good Vs. Evil 

1. Not a story of good versus evil 

 

 

2. Why the Jews? 

 

 



B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
 (Karen Jobes) 

 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 

 

 

                                                           
4
 Duguid, pg. 40. 

5
 Jobes, pg. 46. 
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decisions Esther and Mordecai make move events in some inscrutable way to fulfill the 

covenant promises God made to his people long ago.
1
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

 

Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 

can serve him in a unique way.  If so, that doesn’t make those wrong decisions and sinful 

actions right.  But it should cause us to give thanks to God that he is able to form beautiful 

pictures out of our smudged and stained efforts.  Past failures do not write us out of a 

significant part in God’s script for the future.
2
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

IV. One Night With the King – Vv. 12-18 

A. The “Pageant” Rules – Vv. 12-14 
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B. Esther’s Turn – Vv. 15-18 

1. She “was taken” 

 

2. She wins the heart of Xerxes 

 

 

 

3. God’s will 

 

 

This episode from Esther’s life offers great encouragement and comfort when we find ourselves 

in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 
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B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
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Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 
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A. Mordecai Foils an Assassination Attempt – Vv. 19-23 

1. Sitting at the king’s gate 

 

2. Recorded in the book of records 

 

B. Haman Introduced – Esther 3:1-4 

1. Sometime later 

 

2. Haman and Agagite 

 

 

3. Refusal to bow 

a. Why? 

 

 

 

C. Haman’s Evil Plot – Vv. 5-15 

1. Haman’s fury – Vv. 5-6 

 

 

2. Casting lots – Vs. 7 

 

 

3. Manipulating Xerxes…again – Vv. 8-11 

 

 

 

4. The Law – Vv. 12-14 

 

 

5. Reaction – Vs. 15 

 

 

VI. Concluding Thoughts 

A. Good Vs. Evil 

1. Not a story of good versus evil 

 

 

2. Why the Jews? 

 

 



B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
 (Karen Jobes) 

 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 
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Pivotal Circumstances 

Esther 2:1 – 3:15 

January 24, 2012 

 

I. Introductions 

A. New Characters 

1. Only Xerxes remains 

 

2. We meet 

 

B. The Background 

1. Vashti deposed 

 

 

2. King Xerxes 

 

 

3. Xerxes’ Kingdom 

 

 

4. Unwritten background 

 

 

5. The point of chapter one 

 

 

 

II. The King Chooses a Queen – Esther 2:1-11 

A. The Proposal – Vv. 1-4 

1. Normal procedure 

 

 

 

2. Concubines 

 

 

 

3. Sexism 

 

 

4. Manipulation 

 

 



III. Mordecai and Esther Introduced – Vv. 5-7 

A. Mordecai – Vv. 5-6 

1. What we learn 

 

 

2. Who was taken into exile? 

 

 

3. The point the author is making 

 

 

 

 

B. Esther (Hadassah) – Vs. 7 

1. Two names 

 

 

2. Subtle allusion? 

 

 

3. Mordecai’s cousin 

 

 

C. The Edict Carried Out – Vv. 8-11 

1. Esther “was taken” 

a. Against her will? 

 

 

2. Wins favor 

 

 

3. Concealed identity 

 

 

4. Checked daily 

 

 

D. Ambiguity 

1. Again 

 

 

 

It is natural to pass judgment on these two (Mordecai and Esther), whether positive or 

negative, but in doing so we may miss an important point.  This deliberate silence is part of the 



message.  Regardless of their character, their motives, or their fidelity to God’s law, the 

decisions Esther and Mordecai make move events in some inscrutable way to fulfill the 

covenant promises God made to his people long ago.
1
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

 

Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 

can serve him in a unique way.  If so, that doesn’t make those wrong decisions and sinful 

actions right.  But it should cause us to give thanks to God that he is able to form beautiful 

pictures out of our smudged and stained efforts.  Past failures do not write us out of a 

significant part in God’s script for the future.
2
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

IV. One Night With the King – Vv. 12-18 

A. The “Pageant” Rules – Vv. 12-14 

1. Beauty treatments 

 

 

2. Anything she wanted 

 

 

3. Afterward 

 

 

B. Esther’s Turn – Vv. 15-18 

1. She “was taken” 

 

2. She wins the heart of Xerxes 

 

 

 

3. God’s will 

 

 

This episode from Esther’s life offers great encouragement and comfort when we find ourselves 

in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 
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A. The Proposal – Vv. 1-4 
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4. Manipulation 

 

 



III. Mordecai and Esther Introduced – Vv. 5-7 

A. Mordecai – Vv. 5-6 

1. What we learn 

 

 

2. Who was taken into exile? 

 

 

3. The point the author is making 
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1. Two names 

 

 

2. Subtle allusion? 
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C. The Edict Carried Out – Vv. 8-11 

1. Esther “was taken” 

a. Against her will? 

 

 

2. Wins favor 

 

 

3. Concealed identity 

 

 

4. Checked daily 

 

 

D. Ambiguity 

1. Again 

 

 

 

It is natural to pass judgment on these two (Mordecai and Esther), whether positive or 

negative, but in doing so we may miss an important point.  This deliberate silence is part of the 



message.  Regardless of their character, their motives, or their fidelity to God’s law, the 

decisions Esther and Mordecai make move events in some inscrutable way to fulfill the 

covenant promises God made to his people long ago.
1
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

 

Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 

can serve him in a unique way.  If so, that doesn’t make those wrong decisions and sinful 

actions right.  But it should cause us to give thanks to God that he is able to form beautiful 

pictures out of our smudged and stained efforts.  Past failures do not write us out of a 

significant part in God’s script for the future.
2
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

IV. One Night With the King – Vv. 12-18 

A. The “Pageant” Rules – Vv. 12-14 

1. Beauty treatments 

 

 

2. Anything she wanted 

 

 

3. Afterward 

 

 

B. Esther’s Turn – Vv. 15-18 

1. She “was taken” 

 

2. She wins the heart of Xerxes 

 

 

 

3. God’s will 

 

 

This episode from Esther’s life offers great encouragement and comfort when we find ourselves 

in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 
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2. Why the Jews? 

 

 



B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
 (Karen Jobes) 

 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 
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C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
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Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 
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through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
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1. Sitting at the king’s gate 

 

2. Recorded in the book of records 

 

B. Haman Introduced – Esther 3:1-4 

1. Sometime later 
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a. Why? 

 

 

 

C. Haman’s Evil Plot – Vv. 5-15 

1. Haman’s fury – Vv. 5-6 

 

 

2. Casting lots – Vs. 7 

 

 

3. Manipulating Xerxes…again – Vv. 8-11 
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5. Reaction – Vs. 15 

 

 

VI. Concluding Thoughts 

A. Good Vs. Evil 

1. Not a story of good versus evil 

 

 

2. Why the Jews? 

 

 



B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
 (Karen Jobes) 

 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 
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A. New Characters 

1. Only Xerxes remains 

 

2. We meet 

 

B. The Background 

1. Vashti deposed 

 

 

2. King Xerxes 

 

 

3. Xerxes’ Kingdom 

 

 

4. Unwritten background 
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1. Two names 

 

 

2. Subtle allusion? 

 

 

3. Mordecai’s cousin 

 

 

C. The Edict Carried Out – Vv. 8-11 

1. Esther “was taken” 

a. Against her will? 

 

 

2. Wins favor 

 

 

3. Concealed identity 

 

 

4. Checked daily 

 

 

D. Ambiguity 

1. Again 

 

 

 

It is natural to pass judgment on these two (Mordecai and Esther), whether positive or 

negative, but in doing so we may miss an important point.  This deliberate silence is part of the 



message.  Regardless of their character, their motives, or their fidelity to God’s law, the 

decisions Esther and Mordecai make move events in some inscrutable way to fulfill the 

covenant promises God made to his people long ago.
1
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 

 

Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 

can serve him in a unique way.  If so, that doesn’t make those wrong decisions and sinful 

actions right.  But it should cause us to give thanks to God that he is able to form beautiful 

pictures out of our smudged and stained efforts.  Past failures do not write us out of a 

significant part in God’s script for the future.
2
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

IV. One Night With the King – Vv. 12-18 

A. The “Pageant” Rules – Vv. 12-14 
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3. Afterward 
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2. She wins the heart of Xerxes 

 

 

 

3. God’s will 

 

 

This episode from Esther’s life offers great encouragement and comfort when we find ourselves 

in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 
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Here is hope for all those who find themselves in difficult circumstances in the present because 

of their past sin and compromise…Perhaps He has brought us to where we are today so that we 
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our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 
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in situations where every choice is an odd mix of right and wrong.  Only God knows the end of 

our story from its beginning.  We are responsible to him for living faithfully in obedience to his 

word in every situation as best we know how.  Even if we make the “wrong” decision, whether 

through innocent blunder or deliberate disobedience, our God is so gracious and omnipotent 

that he is able to use that weak link in a chain of events that will perfect his purposes in us and 

through us.
3
 (Dr. Karen Jobes) 
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V. Mordecai and Haman – Esther 2:19 – 3:15 

A. Mordecai Foils an Assassination Attempt – Vv. 19-23 

1. Sitting at the king’s gate 

 

2. Recorded in the book of records 

 

B. Haman Introduced – Esther 3:1-4 

1. Sometime later 

 

2. Haman and Agagite 

 

 

3. Refusal to bow 

a. Why? 

 

 

 

C. Haman’s Evil Plot – Vv. 5-15 

1. Haman’s fury – Vv. 5-6 

 

 

2. Casting lots – Vs. 7 

 

 

3. Manipulating Xerxes…again – Vv. 8-11 

 

 

 

4. The Law – Vv. 12-14 

 

 

5. Reaction – Vs. 15 

 

 

VI. Concluding Thoughts 

A. Good Vs. Evil 

1. Not a story of good versus evil 

 

 

2. Why the Jews? 

 

 



B. Judging Behavior 

 

We are often proud of ourselves because we have not committed any great sins, yet does not 

the very smallness of our sins sometimes condemn us?  How little have we received in return 

for our integrity!  How cheaply we have allowed ourselves to be bought!
4
 (Dr. Iain Duguid) 

 

 

C. Final Encouragement 

1. Xerxes compared to the True King 

 

 

Jesus Christ took the death that was our destiny so that we could have the life that was his, a 

life that is imperishable and eternal.  No power can wrest it from us.
5
 (Karen Jobes) 

 

 

 

Though Satan should buffet 

Though trials should come 

Let this blessed assurance control 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed his own blood for my soul 
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